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The March 9, 2011, meeting of the Williamson Central School District Board of Education was 
opened by President Michael Collins.  Superintendent Ehresman presented information about the 
budget.  State aid to Williamson has been cut each of the last three years and the budget has 
remained flat.  She stated that the cuts were uneven across New York State and Wayne County 
schools have been hit particularly hard and will lose far greater than the 2% cuts that have been 
announced.  There is a high level of concern that there is little money available in the State budget 
for relief to schools and that the state cuts should be more equitable.  At this time, the District will 
use money from the Federal Jobs bill and reserves.  There is still a $900,000 gap for next year that 
will need to be addressed by concessions, cuts, retirements or use of more fund balance.  
 
Haelee Catchpole, Student Representative reported that upcoming events include the Learning Fair, 
National Don’t Text and Drive Day on March 21 and a Talent Show, in memory of Emma Akins on 
April 8. Students who sign the pledge not to text and drive will receive a thumb ring. 
 
Under Reports from District Administrators, Anne Ressler highlighted Carol Fox and her classroom 
for their participation in World Math Day.  The classroom participated in mental math exercises 
with students from around the world and achieved an accuracy rate of 95% overall.  She also 
recognized the special education, second grade and kindergarten teams for their recent work 
sessions.  Wanda Miller also highlighted Carol Fox and her use of Smart Response clickers with her 
Smart Board in the classroom.   Mrs. Miller also reported that the Medicaid Audit results were very 
good and she thanked the related service staff and Annette Whitmore for spending hours gathering 
the data and paperwork needed to complete the audit.  John Fulmer stated that 30 students from the 
eighth grade participated in the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) assessment 
that looked at writing skills.  The assessment team thanked the Middle School staff for how well-
prepared they were for the test.  He also recognized Patty Sheridan and Christi Byron who travel 
between the elementary and middle school and commented that they handle the challenge of being 
between buildings with ease.  He also highlighted Karen Hoody and Mary Freischlag for the 
Reading and Running Marathon that they have organized.  He also reported that there was an eighth 
grade parent night at the high school.  Doug Lauf promoted the Prism Concert and Art Show that 
includes 20 acts along with seven students who will be painting.  He also commented on the 
opening of the Wayne County Art Show where 18 Williamson students will have work displayed.  
New course handbooks were shared with the Board.  Ellen Saxby reported that the Book Fair was 
organized by the middle school reading teachers again and she highlighted the Connections staff 
and administrators for their hard work.  Wendy Havens commented on a visit to another district 
where the UPK and Good Start teachers were able to recognize, with pride, the rigor and depth of 
the program in Williamson.   
 
The Board approved several CSE Case Summaries and reviewed the Treasurer’s Report.  Under the 
Consent Agenda, the Board approved the following: 

(OVER) 



Appointments: 
 Spring Coaching appointment, Adam Luke, Junior High Track 
 Extra-Curricular appointment, Matt Coon, Intramural Coordinator – HS Chess Club 
 Extra-Curricular appointment, Michael Rhoda, Intramural Coordinator – HS Ultimate Frisbee 

Club 
 
 Changes in appointments: 

 Lori VanAcker, Permanent Full-Time Clerk Typist, CSE Office 
 David Baxter, Permanent Full-Time Bus Driver  
 Lisa John, Permanent Part-Time Food Service Helper, High School 
 Staci Harrison, Permanent Part-Time Monitor, Elementary School 
 Jennifer Manahan, Permanent Part-Time Monitor, Elementary School 
 Jessica Burggraaff, Permanent Full-Time Account Clerk, Business Office 
 Merrill Parker, Long Term Substitute to Temporary Hourly Bus Driver 

 
Under Reports to the Board, Ellen Saxby, Shaye Tanner, Ingrid Wander and Patrick Verbridge 
presented information about the Connections program at the high school.  Background about the 
development of the program was reviewed and program highlights were shared.  The program was 
developed to reach at-risk students and provide support for their transition to the high school.   
 
John Fulmer and Doug Lauf presented highlights from the Academic Achievement report including 
the following: 

 High level of achievement at each middle school grade level 
 Passing percentages in 40 of 42 courses at the middle school are at the goal of 95% passing 
 Concern of the percent of eighth grade students who are failing classes and the homework 

support program that has been put into place to address this issue 
 48% of the students were on achievement rolls at the high school 
 Passing percentages in 15 courses at the high school improved with 54% of passing 

percentages overall reaching the 95% level 
 Concern of some students with multiple failures at the high school with many of them being 

addressed through the RTI process at the high school 
 

Jake Plyter presented a report on his Model UN International Conference in Holland.  He reviewed 
the history of the conference which hosts 4000 students from 90 different countries.  He presented 
photos and information from his trip. 
 
Under Old Business, the board approved the Second Reading of Policy 3270 – School Volunteers 
and Policy 8440 – Field Trips and discussed the budget.  Parameters for budget development were 
reviewed. 
 
Under New Business, the Board approved the First Reading of Policy 5520 – Petty Cash Funds, the 
excess of Computer and Technology Equipment, instructor fees for the Adult Education 2011 
Spring Semester and the unpaid Leave of Absence for Nancy Barton, Student Aide, Elementary 
School, for March 9 to March 18, 2011.  


